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W om en’ s  participation and involvem ent in s ch olars h ip and s cience is  a recent 
ph enom enon w h ich  em erged h and in h and w ith  gaining th eir righ t to w om en’ s  
vote.1  F rom  th at h is toric m iles tone w om en began to be form ally educated by 
h aving acces s ,  for ex am ple,  to college. W om en’ s  acces s  to h igh er education w as  
h indered by a num ber of obs tacles  and m is fortunes . M any w om en w h o w ere able 
to go to college belonged to th e elites  and h igh er clas s es ,  but m any oth ers  w h o 
also did, did so by putting their lives at risk, as they needed to disguise as men to 
sneak through that male-driven sphere (Serrano, Gutiérrez, 2018).

Th e s tory w ritten by V irginia W oolf at th e end of th e 1 9 th  century,  and 
published in New York for the first time in 1929, titled A  R o o m  o f  O n e ’ s  O w n ,  
h igh ligh ts  dis crim inations  m ade apparent in h er ex perience as  a fem ale w riter 
at th e tim e. Th os e w ere als o a s ubj ect and a point of reference for fem inis ts  
to lis t th e barriers  w om en faced w h en th ey dared to enter s ch olarly s ph eres . 
Two issues emerge from this reflection, which have been a subject of gender 
theories. The first is tied to the feminist assumption which claims that W h at  is  
n o t  n am e d  d o e s  n o t  e x is t . Th erefore in th is  es s ay th e B ritis h  w riter intends  to 
lis t th e dis crim inations  s h e faced becaus e of being a w om an and a w riter. O n 
the other hand, this reflects the challenges women at that time faced when their 
actions  and activities  m oved beyond th e private s ph ere to th e public one,  in 
s paces  us ually res erved to m en. 
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1  The first worldwide organized movement, made up by women was the Sufragists. Thanks to their fight and vindication, 
the  right  to vote, the  right  to be cons idered citiz ens  w ith acces s  to civil right s  is  a reality today in m os t countries  around 
the world. New Zealand was the first place in the world where women were allowed to vote, in 1893. Between 1900 
and 1920, in nine European countries  ( G erm any, Nethe rlands , I celand, U nited K ingdom , am ong othe rs )  w om en w ere 
acknowledged as subjects of rights and civil liberties. In Colombia, women gained our right to vote in 1954, but only in 
1957 w e could exe rt it.
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Th e fem inis t approach  h igh ligh ts  th e ex is tence of a s ocial s tructure,  w h ere 
m en enj oy a h egem onic and privileged s ocial s tatus ,  w ith  w om en h aving a 
s ubordinate low er s tatus  ( C obo,  2 0 1 4 ) ;  and th at notion leads  to s upport th e 
idea th at s ociety relies  upon ch auvinis t and androcentric ideas . G ender is  th en 
form ulated bas ed on th is  approach ,  as  a h is torical and s ocial cons truct,  and 
as a category of analysis in social sciences breaking up with the biologicist 
cons truction form ulated s ince D arw in’ s  tim es ,  w h ich  s erves  as  a ground to build 
Western scholar and scientific knowledge.

S pain E l  P aí s  recently published a book review “Las mentiras sexistas de la 
ciencia” (The Chauvinist Lies of Science), about scientist and writer Angela 
Saini’s latest book, H o w  s c ie n c e  go t  w o m e n  w ro n g,  where the author reflects upon 
th e prej udices  s upporting th e m is conception of w om an’ s  intellectual inferiority 
s ince th e tim es  of C h arles  D arw in - th e s o- called fath er of contem porary s cience. 
British writer and scientist Saini reveals in her book how scientist women were 
cons idered intruders ,  and h ow ,  for ex am ple,  L ondon’ s  R oyal S ociety,  one of th e 
w orld’ s  oldes t s cience com m unities ,  founded in 1 6 6 0 ,  adm itted w om en only from  
1945 on. This paper ends with the author reflecting upon the historic debt science 
h as  w ith  w om en w h en s tating th at:  “ S c ie n c e  n e e d s  t o  b e  aw are  o f  t h e  h arm  it  h as  
c aus e d ,  o f  al l  rac is m  an d  c h auv in is m  t h at  h as  b e e n  c o m m it t e d  o n  it s  b e h al f .”

U ndoubtedly s ociety at large is  in debt w ith  th e 5 1  percent of th e w orld’ s  
population, represented by us women, according to the World Bank’s figures. 
However, we need to strive for making our work visible, too. In this line of thought, 
En-Contexto journal has done a significant effort, since of 102 scientific papers 
publis h ed from  2 0 1 3  up to date,  6 7  h ave been auth ored by w om en. Th is  m eans  our 
j ournal h as  been a w indow  for w om en- m ade s cience and s ch olars h ip,  as  th ey h ave 
contributed 65 percent of the academic content divulgated throughout these five 
years  of circulation. Th is  fact s h ould be prais ed and res cued,  m os tly in a country 
w h ere,  as  per data from  th e C olom bian O bs ervatory of S cience and Tech nology 
-OCyT, in 2018, only 38 percent of the 13.001 researchers registered and affiliated 
to C olciencias  w ere w om en. A dditionally,  of 5 .2 0 7  res earch  groups  acnow ledged,  
only 3 4  per cent w ere coordinated or led by w om en ( E l  T ie m p o ,  2 0 1 8 ) .

While it is true that the dynamics depicted in the first paragraphs have changed, 
and that these indicators show in some aspects gender gaps have shrunk, and 
in some fields we can even talk about moving forward, women inclusion and 
recognition in all s ocial s ph eres  is  a ch allenge th at calls  s pecially for political 
w ill,  s ocial com m itm ent,  and th e creation of gender- s ens itive,  inclus ive,  and 
dem ocratic s paces . B ut it als o s h ow s  w om en’ s  greater em pow erm ent to conq uer 
s paces  traditionally res erved to m en. 



En-Contexto 6(9) • julio - diciembre 2018  • Medellín - Colombia • página 49 de 326 • ISSN: 2346-3279

En-Contexto: An Open Window for Women’s Science Divulgation
Revista de Investigación en Administración, Contabilidad, Economía y Sociedad

Para citar este artículo:

S errano,  A . ( 2 0 1 8 ) . En- C ontex to:  A n O pen W indow  for W om en’ s  S cience 
D ivulgation. E n - C o n t e x t o ,  6 ( 8 ) ,  47- 49.

I believe in the field of science and research it is of the utmost importance for women 
to understand the importance to leave our mark, to report on our contributions, our 
participation, and our reflection in the various academic processes we work in, 
and to make the most of these spaces for academic sharing and socialization, such 
as En-Contexto journal, with a clear aim to have our works spread to help build 
fairer and m ore inclus ive s ocietal im aginaries .
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